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Finalists mix it up: Addisyn, Brown All Round, Carol and Nev,
Knitting, Measure for Measure, Profound Moments.
The Dumb Waiter and Wings. See p4
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THE PRESIDENT’S PEN

As we reflect on the passing of yet another exciting Theatre Festival it
is timely to pause and consider what theatre is all about.

Before that though, | want to thank the outgoing executive
including: Anne McCauley in Blenhem who contributed in a regional
capacity for 15 years, and whose commitment and talent will be missed;
Blair Kershaw who kept our financial records and whose contributions
are so valuable and also Phillie Holmes, Invercargill for her time on the
National Executive.

We thank Bryan Aitken (Christchurch) as he steps down from the
role of president, after a considerable service, and we reiterate the thanks and warm wishes
presented to him as he received Life Member status. Thankfully Bryan opts to continue on the
National Executive as Vice President. We are grateful too for the continuing service of Ewen
Coleman (Wellington), who regales listeners with stories of his 4 decades of service. Anne
Corney (Napier) who continues in her commitment to theatre in New Zealand; Lorna Ashton
(Hamilton) found time to enter a play, and was a finalist this year. We also have Mark Perry
(Hamilton) recently awarded the David Brockett Award for his long term commitment back stage
at the Invercargill Finals night, who has been seconded back onto the Committee to continue
services to the Website. And (thankfully) Margaret Robertson (Wellington) continues in her role
as Secretary.

We welcome Nik Rolls (Auckland) as treasurer, David Cox (Wellington), Hannah Kennedy
(Invercargill), and Brian Byas (Dunedin) to their new roles on the Executive.

As incoming president | shall be chairing a hui in Wellington, February 2017 as an open
forum to discuss our future. What could our future look like? Your responses will be recruited
via survey and indeed live submissions at this hui. Details will emerge later.

| was backstage recently, in the quiet moments before going on stage. The actor
prepares. The vocal and physical warm up. The consideration of the other actors, and stage
manager. | had checked that my props were in order. My costume had been put on right. The
lines raced through my head - anything to remember from last night? That's right | should
remember to.....

A familiar preparatory feeling for us all; a fellow actor quips "I wonder why we do it - this
strange hobby of ours - but | am so glad that we do". | tended to agree. It can be high stress.
Time expansive. Physically draining, night after night of late nights, questionable diets,
doubtful fitness and exercise; slips and shortcuts at work. Challenging to time for family and
other relationships. Open to critique, and general criticism. Psychologically bruising to be part
of a review that was challenging. Generally Intense and, OH SO ADDICTIVE.

But what a high. When it works. Wow!

Even if it doesn't there's a joy in supporting each other, so the audience won't notice a
thing. Friendship. Teamwork. Pretend. Perseverance. Passion. All of us have a role to play.
The Actors. The Backstage crew. The Committee. The audience. We all keep live theatre
alive.

My cousin is a journalist and she said "Democracy cannot work without journalism”. |
believe that the same applies "Society can't work without theatre”. Telling stories is more than
entertainment, dressing up, being silly. It forms a commentary on society. It can provide a
catharsis for trauma. It becomes a historical record. Live theatre becomes a mirror of how we
wish to be seen. Which in turn shows insight into the human state.

So yes, to the applause. Yes, to the parties. Yes, to the friends - enduring often from
show to show, separated sometimes by up to decades apart. Yes, to the costumes, Yes, to the
lights, Yes, to the panic and ultimate relief. And yes also to the stories.

Here's to the Theatre. The Art that we love.

Take care
Steven Arnold
President (Auckland) 0201824482 Steven.arnold.Moss@gmail.com




Annual General Meeting of Theatre New Zealand held 10 September 2016

National Officers elected: President Steven Arnold, Vice President Bryan Aitken,
Treasurer Nik Rolls, Secretary Margaret Robertson

National Executive: Lorna Ashton, Brian Byas, Ewen Coleman, Anne Corney, David Cox,
Hannah Kennedy. Mark Perry was also co-opted to Executive.

Theatre New Zealand continues to move forward as reflected in outgoing President
Bryan’s report attached with this newsletter. Another step along the way is to formalise
our change of name in the constitution. It was moved by the National Executive that:

1. That wherever in the constitution the words “The Theatre Federation of New Zealand INC”
appears that this be changed to Theatre New Zealand and that wherever in the constitution
the words “the Federation” appears that this be changed to Theatre NZ

2. That in Clause 11 (i) “two months” be replaced by “six weeks”

11. NOMINATIONS AND REMITS:

(i) Nominations for the offices of President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer and six
Executive Members and remits for consideration are to be delivered to the Secretary at least
six weeks before the date of the Annual General Meeting and the Secretary will then give
notice of such nominations and remits to all Members at least one month before the date of
the Annual General Meeting.

(ii) And that in clause 12 (i) “three months” be replaced by “two months”

12. ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING:

(i) All Members will be given at least two months’ notice of the date, time, and place fixed
for an Annual General Meeting.

3. That in Clause 12 (i) (d) “an Auditor” be replaced by “a Financial Reviewer”

(ii) (d) Appointing a Financial Reviewer as in clause 20 (iii) below.

And that in Clause 20 (ii) “audited” be replaced by “reviewed” and “an Auditor” be replaced by
“a Financial Reviewer”

20. ACCOUNTS AND REPORTS
(ii) Theatre NZ is to have the accounts of each financial year reviewed by a Financial
Reviewer appointed in accordance with sub-clause (iii) below.
And that in Clause 20 (iii) and (iv) “Auditor” be replaced by “Financial Reviewer”
These proposals were carried and will be ratified at the next Annual General Meeting.

Eight Meritorious Service Awards were announced and their names will be published at a
later date once their groups have honoured recipients with their award.

Our weekend in Invercargill was expertly organised by Jade Gillies and his team. As well
as the AGM, there were eight splendid performances to enjoy and the three workshops
held on Saturday covering The Text in Action, Special Effects Makeup and Improvisation
for Rehearsals were well attended. Thank you very much for great Southland hospitality.

We welcome new member St Kentigern College. It is noted that three schools welcomed
in the last issue went through to TheatreFest national finals and all three won awards!

Erratum: Apologies to Violet Donovan wrongly identified as ‘Donaldson’
on August cover photo of Napier Reps’ Eugenia.




National Finals 2016
Congratulations to the Finalists. In order of appearance they were:

Addisyn by Campbell Wright NZ directed by Campbell Wright,
Cashmere High School

The Dumb Waiter by Harold Pinter directed by Sonya Cameron,
Elmwood Players

Carol and Nev by Phil Ormsby NZ directed by Barry Gibbons & Joy Ramsay,
Clyde Theatre Company

Wings by Jess Sayer NZ directed by Jillian Carpenter,
Khandallah Arts Theatre

Measure for Measure by William Shakespeare directed by Matt Brebner,
Havelock North High School

Brown All Round NZ written, directed and acted by Albert Latailskepa & Manasae
Taulanga
St Patrick’s College, Silverstream

Knitting by Brian Turner NZ directed by Lorna Ashton,
Hamilton Playbox Repertory Theatre

Profound Moments by Johnny Grim directed by Christina Stachurski,
Riccarton Players

Phil Peleton Adjudicator ANZDA decided on the following awards:

Book of Honour
Best Youth and
Distinctive Emerging Talent Award

Brown All Round
Albert Latailskepa & Manasae Taulanga

St Patrick’s College




Best Adult Production and

Best Production of a New Zealand Play
Carol and Nev

Barry Gibbons and Joy Ramsay

with their Denise Walsh NZ Play trophy,

Phil Peleton and Bryan Aitken.

Clyde Theatre Company

Theatre New Zealand Awards for Best Actors, Male and Female

Duncan Matchett as Addyson Joy Ramsay as Carol
Cashmere High School Clyde Theatre Company

Jannat Aitchison Memorial Award for Distinctive Emerging Talent

Incoming President Steven Arnold with Bianca Kirk, Havelock North High School,
Albert Latailakepa and Manase Taulanga, St Patrick’s College, Silverstream and
Campbell Wright, Cashmere High School

Selecon Design Technical Award David Brockett Award for
Havelock North High School Backstage Achievement

Mark Perry, Hamilton Playbox with
Phil Peleton with Molly Power Margaret Robertson TNZ Secretary



PLAYMARKET

This month we Brng you some of Ot Ourrently madt papedar
swcors for community thestre.

¥ aevy of thase plays Imecest you we can emal you the worpe,
PREL, wnbeis otherwise nated M pou have vy partouler
reguirements we Can 3ho make OMer segpeitions - please
COMMT (gt Grratan@ plapmariet org A with your
ueries.

PENINSULA

by Gary Menderson (2w Im)

Ten year ofd Mchael ves at the edge of the anciem
fooded rater aow known a4 ALaroa Harbour o Basks
Peninacla. Inapired by & new yoir and 2 new teacher,
Michael sets out 10 map his hame ground, charting ha
own Blitory in the sheleriag hih and bush. Det not al
wolcanoes are eatingt. Not everything &5 abowve groend.
Rambings n the adult world encroach into Michael's
Me, ervpting, and thiowing ha usiverse ino 3 (ha0s Than
wll change him fovever “Destined 10 become » (ssic.”
Natonal Buineis Review

SOCIAL CUMBIRS

by Roger Mall (Gw)

A proup of Temale teachers, plus one reluctantly
Wcompangng davghter, embark on 2 weelend of
bushwalung in the moustaing 10 get away from it all!
Torrential rases trag them 15 & bt together. Wil the ran
ever viop? Wil the reddest hut ghost get them in the
middie of the night? Wil they all get simudtanecys PMT
and scratch each others eyes out? O will they find out
what true frendship really meara? An insghtidd
stuation comedy about ruth, conseguentes and
wneapecied revelation. As frenh todey aa when it was
written.

THE MOTOR CAMP

by Dave Armatrong (3w 3m)

Two couples, TwO Caravans, two teenagers arive at 2
MOLOF Carm and have 10 park seat 10 each ether. As bath
farmibes try 10 enpoy the holday and beep thew
hormenal teenagers apart, 4 hiarious series of evests
wnfocids. A glorous celebration of owr annual Uwi
camping rtuals.

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE

by Joy Heliper and Arrry Whiterod (3w Sn)

A sparking and witty adaptation of Jase Awiten's caasc
nowel $hat was 3 masuwe bt for Welington's Stagecraft
Theatre in 2013, This captivating period drama follows
the bves and loves of 3 family of five unmarmied
Gaughners in Regeacy England.

THE PINK HAMMIR

by Michele Amas (dw, Im)

Four very diMerent women answer 3 fiver for “The Pink
Hammmer Workshop™ = 3 Lflesonly woodwork class,
They turm up eapecting empowerment and salerhood
from the advertned tutor, Magge Tayior. . tut when
they arrve, Magge's gone AWOL Magpie's huibard
Woody certainly doswn’t want a bunch of crary women
playng with his tools, but he doesn’t have a choxe!

STAG WEEREND

by Dan Ban and Brendon Bernetts {4m)

A stag party in & West Cout cabbin for four over confident
and under gqualfied city boys Becomes ncresiegly
hlariow (and dangerosa] as they fumble towards the
truth of what it means 50 be 3 New Jealand man n the
age of the metrosesuad. Limied avaslabibty in 2017,

THE ADVENTURLES OF TOM SAWYER

adagted by Mike Hudon [large cast)

Tom Sawyer is 3 force of nature with an usquenchable
thirst for action and excitement, Mark Twala's immortal
CRASC ADOUt Zrowing Ud in 3 small town on The banks of
the Mssissippe 15 2 joyous keap imo the great river of time
and memery. Conpuring all the mystery asd magic of
chiidhood, ™y Lamoun coming-of-age story s fulk of
twnts and turms and adwentures for the whole family

MATTHEW, MARK, LUKE AND JOANNE

by Carl Niwon (1w 2m)

1 the midst of & mid e cran, Matthew has & comme -
and spirneal « eaperience n the Ovgane, Ethaic and
Ghaten Free attle of ha local supermarket. Tha profound
change cannot be accepted by Joanne, Ny wife and
Mark, his best friend and busness partner. A
wphiticated angd sparkiing new  comedy. Umited
avalabding in 2047,

WHERLER'S LUCK

by Nigel Colina, Toby Leach, Damon Andrews (any sue
cant of all agey)

Meet the locals of Bel End, 3 small kiwt Beach town
facng 2 0ig problem . An 0l spinster’s untimely fall down
2 long drop opens the door far some Srastc dhanges n
this nthe cormer of Godione. Wh property developers
rolling iato town, the poasble end to the asnual
Bareback Festival, and ready access to eaplovves, 2
@vided community Beging 10 a5k questions. “Where wil
a0 the Tarkahays ee? What the heck’s 2 Tarkahay? And
Can you a1 Them 2" A New Zealand favourne

BADIELLY THE WITOM adapted By Tim Beay from the
bock by Sprhe Miligan (24w, 2-4m)

Spite Milhgan's all-time {avourite story comes %o e in
this version by Tim Beay, Share Tim and Rose's madcap
Adverture theough He great Black forest and nto
Badjely’s castie 10 rescue Lucy the Cow.



Wwhat's On in Octeber, November and December 2016
Dargaville Little Theatre  Jock o the Kumara Viee AM Cutts & M. Collin Now 18.Dec 4
Phoentx Theatre Beimont, Auck. She Stoops to Conguey bry Oitver Goldsmith Oct 6 - 1%

Ellersiie Little Theatre Warting In the Wings by Noel Coward Nov 312
Titirangs Theatre Red Riding Hood ond the Thvew Pigs by Cheis Lane Nov 22-Dec
Mowick Little Theatre The Opergtive by Nathan Ney October 5 -8
The Logy Killers by Graham Lineham Now 12 - Dec 3
Hamilton Playbox The Comedly of Errory by Witham Shakesgeare October 8- 20
Waii Drama Soclety Petits Fours BITE-sized pleces of NI Theatre October 7 - 16
Te Aroha Dramatic Soc Festive Capers Nov 17 - 19
Katikat! Theatre A Chrliemas Pudding- Colebrating Cheiytmas Nov 24 - 26
16th Ave Theatre, Tauranga Waiting in the Wings by Noel Coward No 11 - 12
One Man, Two Guvnors by Rachard Bean Nov 23 - Dec 90
Detowr Theatre, Tauranga Naoa's Noughty Kaickers by Katherine DSavinoe  Nov 16 Dec )
Theatre Whakatane £vita by Tim Roce & Andrew Licyd Weber Oct19-Nov S

Rotorua Little Theatre The Supermarket Sisterhood by Devon Willtamson Oct 7 - 22
Putaruru Theatre Players Jersey Giis: Farmed ond Dangerows Lynelle Kunger Nov 2 - 11

Giborne Unity Theatre  The Motor Comp by Dave Armstrorg,

Based on a story by Danny Mulheron Nov 25 - Dec ]
Napier Repertory Players  Lysistraco by Artstophones s 1S
AUDITION Verdict by Agathy Chenstie Nov 5
Pahiatua Repertory Soc.  Disney's Seauty ond the Beast Now 17 - Dec )
Harlequin Theatre, Masterton Exit Laughing by Paut Elllott December 1+ 10
Greytown Little Theatre  Same Time. Next Year by Bernard Slade Nov 1) - Dec )
New Plymouth Repertory  Moonlight and Magoolias by Ron Hutchirson Nov B - 15
Cue Theatre, Inglewood  Forger Me Koot by David Tristram 0ct 26 - Nov 5
Hawera Repertory Soc, Bombuhells by Joanne Mureay-Smith Nov 4 - 1%
Narton Players The Fox on the Falrway by Ken Ludwig Nov 24 - Dec )
Foxton Liatle Theatre Dod's Mivocle Christmas by Pat Cook Nov 18 - Dec 3
Levin Little Theatre Aloddin by Peter Quartermain Now 11 - 26
Kapits Playhouse Negven Melp Us! by Tim Hambleton Now 2) - Dec )
Nana Little Theatre Death &y Fotal Murder by Peter Gordon Nov 915
AUDITION Pridge and Prejadice adpt by Jon Jory  Nov 20 & Tpm
Porirus Little Theatre Aloddin by Amanda Store Oct4-7
Lodies Mght 2 Raging On by Anthory McCarten  Now 16 - Dec 4
Khandallah Arts Theatre  Shakespeare (n Hollywood try Ken Ludwig October 6 - 15
Stagecraft Theatre The C. of Errors by Wiam Shakingeare  Nov 16 - 26
Wellington Repertory Brasyed OFf by Pad Allen Oct19-29
Hutt Repertory On the Shore of the Wild World Simon Stephen  Nov 23 - Dec )
Butterfly Creeh, Sxutboume A Littie Hotel oo the Side &y Feydeau & Deswalliers Oct 20 - 29
Heretaunga Players A Fete Worse than Deoth by Richard James Nov 24 - ) Dec
W%‘w The Fox on the Falrway by Ken Ludwig Nov 231 - Dec ]
Riccarton The Addams Family Musicad By Lippa, Brickman, Elice 10 0ct 8
Blue Siy Boys by Ken Duncum Nov 9 - 12
Elmwood Players Holes by Tom Basden to October B
Canterbury Repertery Nolses Off by Mchael Frapn Now 16 - Dec 3
South Canterbury Drama League Timary, Wolking Across [3ypt by Catherine Bush to Oct 8
Invercargll Repertory Bod Jelly the Witch by Spike Milligan Novd-13

Send Infarmation about your upcoming productions to infpdsheatrenceasaland o0z



1971 - Those Were the Days

London Airport re-routed more than 200
international flights away from the main
runway for four nights from 7.45 to
10.15pm. The reason? The airport’s
Drama Society was performing Dark of
the Moon by Howard Richardson and
William Berney in a building at the end of
the 12,000 foot runway.

British Airport Authority said it was
something the air traffic people would try
to do for anyone if they could.

) G

@GJ

Poster Design Winner
Clayton Foster

Wellington Repertory Theatre
presents

Praised for its Roger Hall’s
eyecatching Take A
simplicity, Chance
reflecting
the play’s omnyM?m'
contents.

(Clayton won for
Wellington Rep.

last year too!)

18 - 28 November 2015
Gryphon Theatre, 22 Ghuznee Street
Bookings 479 3393 or
www.wellingtonrepertory.org.nz

Editor Margaret Robertson
Technical Assistance Morris Robertson

This is the final issue for the year

Deadline for February/March Backchat
20 January 2017

Send Theatre New Zealand communications to

info@theatrenewzealand.co.nz

New Box Number to be advised



